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THE ULTIf'ATE LAW OF SOCIAL E7GLUTI0?-T. 
I n de termin ing the u n d e r l y i n g force? o f the s o c i a l organism, 
t h e o r i s t s and s c i e n t i s t s have become i n v o l v e d i n q u e r i e s exceed ing ly p r o -
b l e m a t i c a l . One r e l i e s upon B c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n o f f a c t s andvo i rcumstan-
ces to f i x and e s t a b l i s h what hp deems the on lv p o s s i b l e mode o f progress 
o f any s o c i e t y o r even o f any s o n i a l group. Another regards s o c i a l d e v e l -
opment s i a i l i a r i n a l l r e s p e c t s to t h a t o f an organism, hence the Imrs o f 
the growth , development and a c t i v i t i e s o f each i n d i v i d u a l member o f s o c i -
e ty are ap l i c a b l e w i t h e-mal f o r ce t o s o c i e t y as a whole . Others more 
r e s o u r c e f u l i n b i o l o g i c a l h i s t o r y and r e s e a r c h m a i n t a i n t h a t s o c i a l de -
velopment has passed through a s e r i e s o f changes, not d i s s i m i l a r i n any 
r e s p e c t i r o n the developmental changes o f any o ther group o f o rgan i c b e -
ings and, t h e r e f o r e , conforms to the processes o f s e l e c t i o n there i n v o l v -
ed i n a l l p a r t i c u l a r s whatsoever . 
However d i v e r g e n t from the t r u e s t a t u s these t h e o r i e s may b e , we 
observe a fundamental law work ing out through a process s y n t h e t i c a l i n i t s 
nature b u t i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e and p o s i t i v e i n i t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 
I n the e a r l i e s t stages o f p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t y , man i n search o f 
maintenance and the n e c e s s a r i e s o f l i f e was the adversary o f every o t h e r 
l i v i n g b e i n g . S e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n i s the f i r s t law which he c o u l d r e c o g -
n i z e . Even so may t h i s be i l l u s t r a t e d under present c o n d i t i o n s o f c i v i l -
i z a t i o n i n t imes o f imminent danger - i n r a i l r o a d d i s a s t e r s o r i n s h i n -
wreck, man's a lmost su erhuman e f f o r t i s expended i n p r e s e r v i n g h i m s e l f 
(2) 
from the aweful fate which he knows i s to overcome h i s f e l l ows . Occasion-
a l l y and t r u l y so, t h i s e f f o r t of s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n i s put f o r t h i n a i d 
o f o thers , whom, "by reasoxi of consanguinity, a f f i n i t y or some a l l i e d r e -
l a t i o n s h i p or i n the s p i r i t of heroism, he seeks to preserve from the i n -
ev i tab l e death to which they are doomed. But t h i s , i n cases other than 
above instanced, i s c e r t a i n l y an exception ra ther than a r u l e . Such acts 
i n the course o f s o c i a l development fo l low more as a matter o f p s y c h i c a l 
development than as an innate or i n t u i t i v e act on the p^rt o^ the i n d i v i d -
u a l . When the needs of s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n are s a t i s f i e d , nan, then, casts 
about for other means by which to guard h imse l f against improvidence -*nd 
absolute want. 3y contact wi th h i s fe l lows a co rse i ousr f f r i s developed 
i n which the one be ing recognises the other as o f l i k e k i n d w i t h h i m s e l f . 
He f iads other creatures a l l about him l i k e unto h i m s e l f , having a s i m i -
l a r existence and, from force o f circumstances, desires s i m i l a r of s a t i s -
f a c t i o n ; enduring the same hardships ; pro tec t ing themselves against t i e 
same condit ions of the elements; cognizant of the sane pain? and the s*me 
pleasures . 
Assoc ia t i on iv b rou^ i t about as a matter o f course and w i t h i t 
comes co-opernt ion. By co-operation h i s former status i s modified and im-
proved. The i n t e r v a l s of famine are l e ss frequent and o f short d u r a t i o n . 
K i s h a b i t a t i o n i s l e ss temporary and more s t a b l e , f u r n i s h i n g bet ter pro -
t e c t i o n against the changes of season and the r i g o r s of c l imate . His a b i l -
i t y to cope w i t h forces which tend to h i s des truc t ion are g r e a t l y enhanced 
and, by a union with s i m i l a r groupings, a d d i t i o n a l advantages over u n t o - . 
T3T 
ward surroundings are observed and aggregation fol lows i n consequence. 
They are now i n a state of n a t u r a l soc iety which i s ap t ly described i n the 
f o l l ow ing language: "When a number of persons are supoosed to *>e i n the 
hah i t of converging with each other at the sane t ime; when they do not pay 
obedience to a c e r t a i n person or a d e f i n i t e number of persons, they are 
s a i d to he in a s tate o f n a t u r a l s o c i e t y . " 
With a s s o c i a t i o n and aggregation cone the other r e q u i s i t e s neces-
sary to a we l l - o rgan ized soc i e ty . r r o n contact and propinqui ty c e r t a i n 
to 
r e l a t i o n s are brought into existence which are'/fbe goverened by ce r ta in 
f i x e , and d e f i n i t e p r i n c i p l e s which must be ordained as fundamental law. 
With t h i s state of I N l a t i o n r h i p s and a l l fur ther e s se nt ia l s in the i n s t i -
t u t i o n and enforcement o f a government fo l lows the state of p o l i t i c a l so-
c i e t y . P o l i t i c a l soc iety e x i s t s "When a number of persons are supposed 
to be i n the h a b i t of paying obedience to a person or an assemblage of per -
sons of a no cer ta in d e s c r i p t i o n , such oersons a l together are sa id to be 
i n a s tate o f p o l i t i c a l s o c i e t y . " Out of na tura l soc iety i n the course of 
tjrogrevs springs p o l i t i c a l soc ie ty wi th a i l the concomittant circumstances. 
This progress beginning w i t h the lowest p r i m i t i v e types contrasts most 
markedly w i t h the present psych i ca l and p o l i t i c a l conditions of s o c i e ty . 
Looking back we see that the ro?»d by which nan has come i s strewn w i t h 
wrecks of nat ions , races and c i v i l i z a t i o n s that have f a l l e n by the way, 
pushed aside by the opreation of laws which i t ta^es no eye of f a i t h to 
d i s t i n g u i s h s t i l l at work amongst us PS sure ly and e f f e c t i v e l y as at any 
past per i od . 
(4) 
These v a r i a t i o n s from the p r i m i t i v e to the highest and most per -
fected s tate of s o c i a l achievement are hut w e l l defined gradations i n the 
stages of an i n e v i t a b l e progress . "Progress , says Hr . Flower, has "been 
due to the opportunity of those i n d i v i d u a l s who are a l i t t l e suoerior i n 
some respects to t h e i r f e l l o w s , o f a s s e r t i n g t h e i r suneror i ty and of con-
t i n u i n g to l i v e and o f promulgating as an inher i tance that s u p e r o r i t v . f 
I t fo l lows then, a p r i o r i , that each stage i n human pro^re^r i s the out -
come and r e s u l t o f the stage which hrs immediately preceded i t . I t i s a 
ser ies o f changes beginning wi th savage l i f e and ending wi th the most a d -
vanced e x i s t i n g c i v i l i s a t i o n represent ing a chain whose l i n k s are c l o s e l y 
bouiid together , and mark each a d d i t i o n a l epoch o f progress. 
S o c i a l progress i s i n fact a natural e v o l u t i o n , i n which human 
beings are moulded into f i t n e s s for the s o c i a l state and soc iety adjusted 
into f i tness for the natures of men. I t i s these chancer o f s t ructure 
which have brougl t about the consequences of the s t a t i c cond i t l o r of the 
savage l i f e and h i s l ikeness of occupation. The savage h u n t e i the game 
which furnished fort ! : h i s family t a b l e ; occas ionalIv b a t t l e d with: h i s a d -
v e r s a r i e s ; b u i l t h i s own h u t ; fumiohed , Von the skins of anim^Zs whl^h 
he consumed as food, the garments which protected him from the s e v e r i t i e s 
of c l imate ; and domineered and r u l e d over h i s household compelling h i s 
wife to endure a l i f e of drugery. When the wig-warn was removed from a l o c -
a t i o n where there was dearth of food-supply, she c a r r i e d the houshold 
goods and bore the burdens of transmigrat ion to a more favorable s i t u a t i o n 
arid performed a l l the l abors o f a g r i c u l t u r e besides spending much o f her 
at 
time f i s h i n g and/ysuch other labors as would supply the fami ly wants. D i v -
i s i o n o f l a b o r was observed only between the sexes. V.o o ther in f luence 
seems to bear noon the d i s t i n c t i o n between the l a b o r to be performed by 
e i t h e r and they a l lowed no other to in tervene . 
A l l the changes which have taV.en olace s o c i a l l y among p r i m i t i v e 
peoples have tended to produce coherence among i t s members, to which has 
been l a r g l y due our present standard o f the d i v i s i o n o f l a b o r . And so 
whole nat i ons have been made coherent by the dependence o f i t f Darts whi ch , 
though d i s t i n c t , have become so c l o s e l y connected t h a t thev cannot l i v e 
wi thout mutual a i d . i t i s impossible f o r a manufacturing community to be 
without c l o t h i n g which a manufacturing community f u r n i s h e s . The e.oal min -
er furn i shes the f u e l f o r a l l those who use f i r e and are as much depend-
ent upon him for i t as the manufacturers who use engines and furnaces . 
The tasks o f the mason and b u i l d e r must be l e f t undone un less the q u a r r y -
men and carpenter have a c t i v e l y pursued t h e i r s p e c i a l v e n a t i o n s . Without 
the v i g i l e n c e and a c t i v i t y o f t l e c i v i l enginepr t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l commerce would have been as yet i m p o s t i b l e . The mechanic 
adds h i s quota to the adva cement made i n the r a p i d i t y o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
by the constant exerc i se o f 1 i s supreme and e x a c t i n g s k i l l . The o r i g i n 
and manipulat ions o f these great department s tores w i t h t h e i r attendant 
conseouences and the mul t i tud inous and m u l t i f a r i o u s wholesale houses t o -
gether w i t h co imiss ion merchants aggregat ing i n almost every C i t y are 
(6) 
c reatures o f s o c i a l n e c e s s i t y . Our n a t i o n a l Panking system assoc ia ted 
with "banking systems o p e r a t i n g under laws o f every State and c o - o p e r a t i n g 
with s i m i l a r I n s t i t u t i o n s o f every l a n d throughout the wor ld are prune 
f a c t o r s in the i n t e l l e c t u a l u p b u i l d i n g o f a thorough and e n l i r h t e r e d pub-
l i c f i n a n c e . P e r s e v e r i n g i n t e l l i g e n t and i n v a l u a b l e research of on ly 
re cent years comparat ive ly soeakin<- i n a r t . s c i e n c e , medicine and law 
have y i e l d e d tones and eoitor.es o f l e a r a n n r h i t h e r t o unsought f o r and u n -
known. Labor unions mani f es t the t e s i r e f o r the e x c l u s i v e n e s s o f those o f 
that p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s from laborers o f another . The shoo-keeper, inn-keep-
e r , .Tourney-men, D i s t r e s s and n a i d are examples o f the i n t e r dependence o f 
members o f o rganized s o c i e t y . The savage wars c a r r i e d on by a. mere hand-
f u l o f w a r r i o r s on the one h a r d p i t t e d a chains- a small band on the other 
have r i v e n way to s t a n d i n g armies and formidable sh ips o f war . The g o v e r n -
mental ch mges from one man who p layed v a r i o u s p a r t s sun}- as the l e g i s l a -
t i v e , e x e c u t i v e , j u d i c i a l , m i l i t a r y and e c c l e s i a s t i c to those o f g rea t 
Democracies wherein the cowers and func t i ons o f almost innumerable o f f i c i -
a l s are s p e c i f i c a l l y p r e s c r i b e ! . Govermental e v o l u t i o n i s the r e s u l t o f 
s o c i a l n e c e s s i t i e s . These many changes d i s c l o s e the advancement o f the 
s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n coherence and from a s t a t e o f he terogene i ty to t h a t 
o f d e f i n i t e n e s r . E v o l u t i o n , t h e n , i s i n p a r t a change from a s t a t e o f i n d e f -
i n i t e , incoherent homogeneity to t h a t o f d e f i n i t e h e t e r o g e n e i t y . .From 
the i n f l u e n c e s which governed in the development o f soeciep i n b i o l o g i c a l 
l i f e come in f luences a c t i n g and r e a c t i n g upon the purroimdinge and e n v i -
ronraent o f the savage u n t i l there i s moulded the embryonal s tructure of 
s o c i a l development. By mainta ining favorable condit ions there cannot be 
more good done thar that of l e t t i n g s o c i a l progress go on unhindered. 
Han's consciousness of what was about him w^s at f i r s t c e r t a i n l y 
i l l - d e f i n e d b u t , though pursuing h i s aim i n u n t r i e d wg/s and i n f i e l d s 
yet unexplored, so to speak, the time was voon a t rand when, i n the pro -
gress of h i s s o c i a l s t a t i o n , mankind became conscious of h i s corporate ex-
istence and the improvement of h i s condit ion become an object o f c onsc i -
ous e f f o r t . Respecting the e s s e n t i a l causes of t h i s s o c i a l transformation 
i t must su f f i c e to say that i t r e s u l t s from c e r t a i n v : ? - e r a l t r a i t s i n 
human beings jo ined wi th t h e i r knowleVe of t h e i r vary ing circumstances. 
C i v i l i z e d man is not l i k e a species undergoing a process of im-
provement unconscious of inf luences determining i t s carerr but he i s ^ware 
of changes that are t a k i n g place about him i n h i s s o c i a l condit ions and 
consciously and d e l i b e r a t e l y takes measures for t h e i r improvement. So he 
does not expend v i t a l energy i n the arduous task of d i scover ing the laws 
o f s o c i a l evo lut ion f or the sake o f merely e s t a b l i s h i n g means for e l u c i d -
a t i n g phenomena but for the purpose of e x h i b i t i n g the r e a l character of 
the process whereby we have a t ta ined our present c i v i l i z a t i o n . Fo such 
a c t i v i t y i s observed i n any other animal organism. From b i r t h to maturity 
and from maturitv to the dec l ine and the decay of the animal world no 
forces add strength to the natura l resources for the preservat ion of any 
animal group save that of man. He alone must be the mindfu l , de l iberate 
and unrestra ined d i r e c t o r of a l l the u r i v e r s e . In him i s the o r i g i n , 
source and consummation of a l l that goes to increase h i s neans of a c q u i r -
able mark. To such, i n short , i s due the facts and factors of a r t i f i c i a l 
s e l e c t i o n . Thought and a c t i o n , there fore , are prerequ i s i t e s i n the course 
of evo lut ion i t s e l f and are necessary for advancing I t . Thought and ac -
t i o n are increments of the aggregate force which produces change. Thought 
and a c t i o n are the ggdia by which the adjustment of the inner to the out -
er r e l a t i o n s i n time and space is brought about. 
no innate tendency to make any onward pvorS°^B whatever. . . . . I f he 
fo l lows h i s own i n c l i n a t i o n the average of one generation 1 as no tendency 
to r i s e above the average of a preceeaing one. ?3"ogres° i s the r e s u l t of 
a s e l e c t i o n and r e j e c t i o n over which he has no c o n t r o l . 8 Upon that pro -
p o s i t i o n able th inkers and w r i t e r s are f a r ^rom a harmonious p o s i t i o n but 
i n view of the further factors that are eonetahtly at work i n human s o c i -
ety and bv the great weight of a u t h o r i t y , the r e a l and concli^sive impulses 
and motives i n operation would emphatical ly disprove and reverse such an 
a t t i t u d e . f%n i s ever s t r i v i n g to ga in supremacy over h i s f e l l ows . This 
i s the r e s u l t of premeditat ion. His c i r cu stances compel him to cone w i t h 
condit ions as they e x i s t . He i s hot a mere creature of fate although he 
i s intertwined wi th s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s i n such a manner that he i s power-
l e s s to escape. I f he f a i l s to keep D ? C C w i th the standard f i x e d bv the 
conscious planning of those about him, he i s s h i f t e d as ide , i s relegate ' ! 
to an i n f e r i o r grade and f i n a l l y perishes simply because he i s no longer 
ing happiness or d i r e c t i n g natura l 
**r. K idd i n h i s expos i t ion of B S o c i a l E v o l u t i o n 8 savs: 'Fan has 
f i t for s u r v i v a l . Energet ic labor an I i n s a t i a b l e desire b v p ever been a 
pronounced c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the people. By adapting t h e i r wants, needs 
and condit ions to those of t h e i r e n v i r o r i e n t they are f i t t e d to s u r v i v e . 
They acquire success "by avo id ing f a i l u r e . Mr. G i d l i n g s i n h i s B P r i n c i p l e s 
o f Soc io logy 9 says: " A l l human groupings therefore hav e to adapt then-
selves f i n a l l y to phys i ca l condit ions hut a l so to the s o c i a l mind. They 
are s t i l l n a t u r a l products of i n d i v i d u a l hah i t hut they are f i n a l l y modi-
f i e d by the s o c i a l - s e l f , which chooses and sanct ions . 
Development of a s s o c i a t i o n into intimacy and, above a l l the de-
velopment of f e s t i v i t y , conferred the elementary language of animals into 
speech which was thence forward the foundation of human progress . S o c i a l 
evo lut ion i s but a phase o f cosmic e v o l u t i o n . A l l s o c i a l energy i s t r a n s -
muted p h y s i c a l energy. The energy of a populat ion i s never more than mo-
mentar i ly equal • to the ac t ive and l a t e n t energies about which there i s 
a cont inual interchange of matter and energy between a oopul^tion and i t s 
environment. 9 
S o c i a l u n i t i e s are h e l d together by food supply, and the group-
i e s of the s o c i a l composition are n a t u r a l l y products of the p h y s i o l o g i c -
a l and psycholog ica l a c t i v i t i e s of the i n d i v i d u a l supplemented by n a t u r a l 
s e l e c t i o n and, not only i s natura l s e l e c t i o n found performing i t s funct ion 
suriong hu.tf.an beings but i t i s that force which i s at work among the var ious 
species of animals of the un iverse . I t i s that force i n nature which 
acts through i n t u i t i o n and br ings about regenerative changes which have 
an u n f a i l i n g tendency to preserve and protect the species from r e t r o g r e s -
s ion arid decay without the design or cons iderat ion of any a d d i t i o n a l or 
externa l power. I t continues i t s operat ion v/ith nan in the numerous oc-
cupations by v/ay o f c e r t a i n o r i g i n a l d i f ferences between i n d i v i d u a l s 
p a r t l y p h y s i c a l and p a r t l y p s y c h i c a l . These i n d i v i d u a l d i f ferences and 
p e c u l i a r i t i e s are n a t u r a l apt i tudes by which s p e c i a l i s a t i o n of funct ion 
i s # accounted f o r . hence i n e q u a l i t i e s of nature together w i t h i n e q u a l i t i e s 
o f r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n are elements enter ing into soc^pl e v o l u t i o n , both 
be ing accounted for to a greater or l e s s extent bv n a t u r a l s e l e c t i o n . 
We have then to recognize four supreme and ever-present fac tors 
by which v;e attempt to account f or the .^orces of s o c i e ty working out 
through a process of e v o l u t i o n . 
f i r s t , we have a n a t u r a l s e l e c t i o n which shapes and molds the 
d e s t i n i e s o f man p r i o r to h i s state of conscious existence and which con-
t inues in operation among men throivd; f o r t u i t o u s v a r i a t i o n . Second, we 
have n a t u r a l processes modif ied and changed by man's conscious and d e l i b -
erate e f f o r t . ITew s tructures are b u i l t from o ld m a t e r i a l . Few a r t i c l e s 
s e rv i cab le i n a l l the phases of human l i f e are brought into existence by 
the a i d of invent ion and unsh^ e ly objects are changed into a r t i c l e s of 
beauty and magnificence. T h i r d , we have that of adaptation in i t s narrow-
er sense whereby man e x e r c i s e the knowledge o f h i s existence bv wav o f 
shaping and a d j u s t i n g h i s circumstances to conform to s o c i a l n e c e s s i t i e s 
and to prepare h i m s e l f to meet the demands ma e ur>on him by s o c i e t y . 
Four th , we have the s e l e c t i v e p r o c e ^ which determines s o c i a l e f f i c i e n c y -
the r e i n and check to a l l the innumerable forces which are at work i n trie 
s o c i a l mind. I f one nan's- e f f o r t s can ]io longer equal those of others a -
bout him, h i s super iors have unbounded sway over a l l and he must submit 
or seek another voca t i on i n which he may compete s u c c e s s f u l l y . I f a de-
mand for l abor upon any p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l or clasp o f i n d i v i d u a l s i n 
a c e r t a i n l o c a i i t y ceases, they arc no longer needed there and must seek 
elsewhere f o r employment or i f i t be a r t i c l e s o f dress , d i e t , e t c . , they 
must f u r n i s h another which i s i n demand or expect to carry on a success-
f u l concern by depending upon a demand from other l o c a l i t i e s where t h e i r 
a r t i c l e s w i l l be purchased. I f they f u r n i s h a new a r t i c l e , i t i s incumbent 
upon them to f u r n i s h or produce t h a t a r t i c l e a t a reasonable cos t . S o c i a l 
e f f i c i e n c y i s , there f o re , the sequence of the force a t work i n s o c i e t y 
embodied i n the term, s u r v i v a l o f the f i t t e s t . 
To determine the fundamental law of l i f e and soc i e ty i s the h i g h -
est aim o i a l l s o c i o l o g i s t s . Upon the one hand i t i s c l a i m e i t h a t the 
cause o f m o d i f i c a t i o n i s the in f luence o f surroundings i o i n e l wi th and 
made a part , . o f m o d i f i c a t i o n which i s t ransmi t ted by h e r e d i t y . This f a i l s 
to account i n f u l l f o r s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n f o r the reason t h a t i t overlooks 
an important element and one tha t has produced i t s g r e a t e s t r e s u l t s i n the 
p r i s t i n e s ta te o f human as w e l l as animal existence and which has evolved 
man, on a par w i t h the brute c r e a t i o n , from a s t a t e o f unconsciousness to 
t h a t o f knowledge o f h i s own ex i s tence . That element has been h a p p i l y 
c a l l e d n a t u r a l s e l e c t i o n . 
Ana i n we are to understand that the onJv t rue vyo*?!?? o f e v o l u -
t i o n has been and i s due to n a t u r a l s e l e c t i o n and to that a lone . From 
(1ZJ 
t h i s p o i n t o f view the degenerating process so important i n s o c i a l e v o l u -
t i o n i s s u r e l y over looked. In the s t rugg le for l i f e the vanouished are 
not exterminated "but are spared "by the v i c t o r s who t r y to make use o f then 
and to l i v e a t t h e i r expense. I t i s evident t h a t an a r t i f i c i a l s e l e c t i o n 
has been a t work. 
Upon the other hand we » ave that o f adaptat ion i n i t s broadest 
sense by which we can descem the dominant force i n a l l s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n . 
That there i s a tendency of a l l human nature ever to produce a more com-
p l e t e and s e l f - s u f f e r i n g i n d i v i d u a l i t y and end" i n the h ighes t type of men 
as the most complete i n d i v i d u a l , there can be no doubt. Put how i s t h i s 
to be brought about? What has been the one great f a c t o r coupled wi th 
others which i t may r i g h t l y inc lude t h a t has been present i n ever-/ stage 
o f human progress t h a t i s to e s t a b l i s h a uni form and p r e v a i l i n g l a w t l y 
which to account for a l l the v a r i e d phases o f s o c i a l phenomena? To enu-
merate examples s u f f i c i e n t to i l l u s t r a t e every ph^se i n d e t a i l would i n -
vo lve one i n an arduous and u n a v a i l i n g task bes ides imposing a burden u p -
on the reader which few would v o l u n t a r i l y wish to assume. In conc lus ion 
we w i l l there fore deal i n genera 1 terms. 
Man from the beg inning was o f d i f f e r e n t s t o cks . H i s t o r y and ob-
s e r v a t i o n show us men i n groups. By a n a t u r a l nrocess they develop an e-
t e r n a l sympathy between l i k e stocks and an e t e r n a l hatred f o r the u n j i k e . 
In the f i r s t instance we are confronted w i t h a lack o f harmony i n a group 
o f men with others of s i m i l a r groups. These groups v a r y , m u l t i p l y , s t r u g -
g l e with each other , coalesce and melt away. There i s a s o c i a l d i so rder 
and turbulence which f i m l l v ends in war. The struggle betv/epn men de-
pends upon and i s i n c i t e d by i n s u f f i c i e n c y of means to support l i f e and 
other s o c i a l circumstances. These forces i n each aggregate gradual ly 
tend toward a state of quiescence, the u n i t s of the arnregate perpetual ly 
a c t i n g and reac t ing u n t i l e q u i l i b r i u m i s reached. Constant adaptation and 
readapt^tion to c ont inua l ly changing condit ions i s the only process that 
w i l l e n t a i l t h i s consequence. By such means the v i t a l a c t i v i t i e s of the 
s o c i a l human being are p e r s i s t e n t l y being molded into d e f i n i t e form so 
that they may be r e a l i z e d to the uttermost advantage without mutual h i n -
derance. When the struggle has .essened, there ar i ses p a r a s i t i c r e l a t i o n s 
between the v i c t o r and the vanquished which are governed by customs per -
emptori ly es tab l i shed . With time these r e l a t i o n s cease. With t i e accumu-
l a t i o n of experience and goods t h e i r condi t ion i s improved. In t h i s amel-
i o r a t i o n advancement i s made by tortuous ways, now receding, now standing 
s t i l l , now advancing bv leaps and bounds into a new environment to which 
a l l must gradua l ly conform or p e r i s h . There jr. then a d i r e c t adaptation 
of the f ee l ings and sentiment? of men to t h e i r eircurastaneee by inher i t ed 
modi f i cat ions and modi f i cat ions produced "by h a b i t and there i s a lso to "be 
recognised the process o f the dying out of the u n f i t and the s u r v i v a l of 
the f i t t e s t . 
In the transformation there i s hut one a l t e r n a t i v e hy which man 
may survive and that is to maintain an adaptation of t h e i r f a c u l t i e s and 
sentiments to t h e i r surroundings. Then hy increas ing i n mass and showing 
a h igher in tegra t i on not only because of adaptation but also i n growing 
(14) 
s o l i d a r i t y , they prepare themselves for a new transformation. Constant 
r e i t e r a t i o n s of an antecedent in tegra t i on followed bv a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n 
w i t h marked r e g u l a r i t y and p e r i o d i c i t y expose the skeleton of the s o c i a l 
process which i s constantly at work, for evo lut ion i s both an in tegra t i on 
as w e l l as a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n . The orranio body becomes more and more he t -
erogenous i n a l l i t s s tructures and more and more d e f i n i t e i n a l l i t s d i f -
f e r e n t i a t i o n s . Society c ont inua l l y d isso lves and evolves. The s o c i a l 
process i s a d i s s o l u t i o n and an evo lut ion in which a l l hurani tv i s the 
p r i n c i p l e ^»ctor. In t h i s s h i f t l a g , changing panorama the career of ad -
aptat ion of man to h i s ever changing environment i s a perpetual p r e r e q u i -
s i t e to the s u r v i v a l of the i n d i v i d i * a l . For him there is no means of es-
cape. So long as hunan l i f e s h a l l l a s t there w i l l be no cessation of de-
mand upon the s o c i a l organism and no f a i l u r e of adaptation of the members 
o f that organism to meet the s o c i a l requirements. Faoh cyclo p]aces man-
k i n d one step higher i n the scale of s o c i a l e f f i c i e n c y being transformed 
apaLi into a new and d i f f e r e n t b e i n r onlv to be retrans^ormed bv the ever 
changing proces : . 
Adaptation, then, i s the great lev/ which prepares humanity to 
conform to the exigencies of the s o c i a l mind. I t i s that law ?/hioh a r e -
supposes and includes a l l the other factors which are at work i n s o c i a l 
evo lut ion . Without i t a l l progress is- excluded from considerat ion and no 
h i r h e r p l a i n of c i v i l i s a t i o n could ever he a t t a i n e d . Harmony between the 
s o c i a l body and i t s vary ing circumstances must ever be the seouel of pro -
gress ion wMch i s to endure and must so continue u n t i l the end. 
(15) 
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